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DaTscan Imaging Test
General Information & Timeline
DaTscan is a radioactive drug that is injected into your bloodstream so that images can be taken with a 
Single Photon Emission Computed Tomography (SPECT) camera. DaTscan may be used, in addition to other 
diagnostic evaluations, to identify suspected Parkinsonian syndromes (PS) or suspected dementia with 
Lewy bodies (DLB) in adults.

This process involves several steps, including a liquid medication, the DaTscan injection, and the scan itself. 
It can take 4 to 8 hours, depending on the timing of your appointment and call-back window.

Before Scan

Ask your doctor if you have any questions about the SPECT imaging procedure or the use of DaTscan. Tell 
your doctor if you: 

•	Are taking any medications, as some may interfere with this test

•	Have any allergies or other medical conditions 

•	Are pregnant, nursing, or are planning to become pregnant 

•	Have reduced kidney or liver function

Scan

Step 1 — 1 hour before injection Step 2 — Injection of DaTscan Step 3 — Scan  

Upon arrival for your appointment, 
you will be given a liquid 
medication to minimize the 
accumulation of iodine 123  
in your thyroid 

You will receive an injection through 
an intravenous (IV) line. You will then 
be able to leave for 3 to 6 hours and 
you may continue your normal daily 
activity, including eating and drinking, 
during this time. Your caregiver will tell 
you when to come back for the scan. 

Come back for your scan. 
Your actual scan will take 30 
minutes. With set up and 
positioning, you should plan 
on spending an hour for this 
portion of the process.


